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range of hills the land slopes north and south.
Along the coast are stretches of nearly level
low land, but the interior of the island is
elevated and hilly.
The rivers are all short and rapid. "While
a few of them have estuaries which serve as
harbors, none of them is navigable for any
distance, thoug'h all are more or less valu-
able for water power. Those of importance
flowing to the north coast are the Bayamon,
the Loiza, the La Plata, the Manati and the
Tanama. The Blanco flows to the western
coast, and the Portugues is the most impor-
tant stream flowing to the south. There are
numerous lagoons along the coast, and there
are a few small lakes in the interior.
Climate. Porto Rico is within the region
of the northeast trade winds, which modify
its temperature so that it does not suffer from
the intense heat of some regions within the
same latitude. The climate of the high land
in the interior is also more salubrious than
that along the coasts. The thermometer
seldom rises above 100° in the hottest months
or falls below 50° in the coldest. The mean
 and tile. An excellent quality of limestone
occurs in large quantities, and it is gen-
erally used in the construction of public
buildings and the residences of the more
wealthy inhabitants. Boulders arc also used
to some extent in the construction of dwell-
ings. An excellent quality of marble is
found, and there are large deposits of gyp-
sum, which is used in stucco work and as
fertilizer. On the south coast are extents!ve
deposits of phosphates, and a considerable
phosphate industry has been developed on
Mona Island. Near Ponce are a number of
caves filled with deposits of giumo. Enough
salt for home consumption is obtained from
deposits at Coamo, Guaniwi arid Sierra do
Pinones de Cabo Kojo. Some lignite is
found, and since the discovery of the island
by Columbus, gold in small quantities has
been washed from the beds ol' streams. Ores
of copper and iron of good quality are found,
but no mining of metals on a large scale has
yet been attempted.
Agriculture.   Agriculture   is   the   great
basic industry of Porto Rico and constitutes
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annual temperature at San Juan is about 80°.
The rainfall varies, averaging 60 inches at
San Juan and in the interior highlands, and
100 inches or more on the northeast coast.
The north side of the island, because of the
prevailing winds, receives more rain than
the south. Disastrous hurricanes have visited
the island, causing great damage to crops,
but nature quickly overcomes such handicaps.
Mineral Resources. The island has an
abundance of clay suitable for making brick
 the source of livelihood of mor© than four-
fifths of its people. The diversity and gen-
eral upbuilding of agriculture m the funda-
mental economic task of both the people and
the government of the island.
Sugar, coffee and tobacco are the leading
crops in quantity and in value* These are
followed by citrus fruits. Bananas, pine-
apples, plantains, oranges, grapefruit, 6oeo«
nuts, and beans are among th^ leading
exports*

